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Contrasting knowledge compared to fertility patterns
Testa (2006, 2007, 201 1): EB data — small sample, high share unknown

Also poorly captured in GGS surveys
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= & 98 & -1""SI(C ))*) ) (@take on a central role
in understanding fertility trendsA

%3 -#BBB.”( )) *) @purposive behavior that is based on
intentions, integrated into the life courseA

& -1""""#.) @Whether desired family size remains at or drops
below two is the most crucial issue determining post-transitional fertilityA
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FFS, 1990s

Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Canada
Czech Republic
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Italy

Latvia
Lithuania
New Zealand
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Slovenia
Spain
Switzerland
us

men

34
19

22
14
33

17
12
20
25

20
38

14
14
20

women

21
39
17

37

27

14
10
26
21
61
22
25
11
13
14
17
14

Wittgenstein Centre

GGS

men women
Australia 14 21
Austria 2 1
Belgium 55 52
Bulgaria 4 2
Estonia 33
France 5 3
Georgia 0 0
Germany 36 13
Hungary 10 6
Italy 4 3
Lithuania 3 3
Netherlands 24 21
Norway 9 6
Poland 4 2
Romania 59 40
Russia 2 1
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Mean total number of children intended
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FFS women
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I5 FFS countries and | | GGS countries



™
3

Wittgenstein Centre

*

& FFS men

FFS women
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GGS women
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FES % intent % intent % intent % intent GGS % intent % intent % intent
MIFS 0 1 2 3+ MIFS 0 1 % intent 2 3+

Austria - Y N - Y Austria - Y N Y N
Belgium N Y - - N Bulgaria - Y N Y N
Czech Republic N N Y N N France N Y - - N
France - Y - - - Georgia - Y Y N Y
Greece - Y Y - _ Hungary N Y N Y N
Hungary - Y - Y N Italy N Y - - N
Italy N Y N Y N Lithuania N Y - Y N
Latvia - N N Y N Netherlands N - Y Y N
Lithuania - Y . - N |Norway X i - -
Norway - Y N Y N |Poland N Y - - N
Portugal ) ; N Y N Russia N Y Y - N
Slovenia ) Y ) N y range 1.9-25 0-11.6 2.5-19.8 45.8-69.5 15.4-44.2
Spain - Y N Y N
Switzerland - Y Y - N
range 1.8-24 0-17.5 4.8-235 46.1-69 14.8-45.2
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Men, age 25-29
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level of education

Mean intended family size

Women, age 25-29
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® without a cohab partn
A unmarried cohabitation

A married
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Absolute difference in MIFS
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single
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% intending

% intending 13 .
0 child 0 child
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W=Western Europe
N=Nordic countries
S=Southern Europe Asia
CE=Central Eastern Europe
SE=Southern Eastern Europe 3 Y% )
E=Eastern Europe

G=German speaking countries
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45 - approval of

childlessness
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Approval of childlessness:1 0 %) 18 9/, 1"#1
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3 Index of conditions for work and family
reconciliation -8 *) 927) )] 143,



% ) 9% )




.
-

Wittgenstein Centre

D % )

No big surprises, mostly expected findings....but some
hypotheses rejected
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METHODOLOGICAL & QUALITY ISSUES
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More systematic attention to studying and monitoring intentions
needed!
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